
August 9, 2020 
 
Good afternoon. 
 
We are nearing the beginning of classes at LR and looking forward to your safe return to campus!  
Our Presidential Task Force for COVID-19 (PTF) has been meeting since you departed campus in March 
to ensure we can have a safe return to campus for Fall 2020.  Olivia Thorn, your SGA president, is a 
member of the PTF and she has been a valuable member providing the students’ perspective.  
 
After updating and discussing our recommendations with local health experts, the PTF recommended 
Thursday that we implement a COVID-19 testing protocol for all students, faculty and staff.  As a result, 
Lenoir-Rhyne University is requiring all faculty, staff and students to present a documented negative 
COVD-19 test1 result prior to returning to campus for the 2020 Fall Semester. Your documented test 
results are to be submitted to: studentcovidtest@my.lr.edu. 
 
 The following information reflects updated guidelines for testing that will be part of the updated 
“Protecting our Den,” LR’s Safe Return to Campus document. Please see the links in the footnotes at the 
bottom of this letter for testing locations in your area and let us know immediately if you have any 
questions. 
 
Residential and Commuter Students  
All students are required to submit a documented negative COVID test1 prior to returning to campus. 
For residential students, your test administration should be completed in time for you to receive your 
test results prior to your arrival to campus on your scheduled move in day. Commuter students should 
schedule their test administration in time so have your test results prior to the beginning of your first 
day of face to face classes. It is important to schedule your test to allow enough time to receive your test 
results before your return to campus date. This could take as little as 2-3 days or as long as 7-8 days 
after testing.  In summary, you may test as early as 10 days before returning to campus as long your 
documented test results are received and reported to studentcovidtest@my.lr.edu before your 
campus arrival.  
 
Residential Students Arriving by Mass Transit 
Your testing protocol is somewhat different. You will be required to be tested 96 hours after your arrival 
to campus and you may be quarantined until a negative test result is received. 
 
Student Athletes 
Student athletes have campus arrival testing guidelines and these are scheduled and communicated 
from the athletic department.  Student athlete testing follows the NCAA guidelines and these testing 
protocols more than meet the LR requirements. 
 
Online Students 
Student who are in programs or all of their courses are completely online are not required to be tested 
as per the LR requirement. However, those who may be in laboratory, clinical or practicum experiences, 
etc., may have testing requirements at those locations. 
 
All students should be careful to limit your chance of exposure to COVID-19 after your test 
administration by quarantining around your home and family as much as possible between your date 
of test and your arrival to campus. Anyone receiving a positive COVID-19 test result, whether with or 
without symptoms, is required to remain at home in isolation according to the CDC guidelines before 
returning to campus. 
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Testing sites2 are widely available in NC and SC and should be in many areas throughout the southeast. 
Many of these testing sites are free or do a direct charge to you insurance.  We have noted testing site 
locations web sites at the bottom of this email but please know there are many others.  For example, 
CVS Drug stores are now providing test administration at several of their locations at their clinics. You 
may want to bring this letter for documentation of this requirement. 
 
Local testing close to the LR Hickory campus is available at the Catawba County (NC) Health Department 
on Tuesdays and Fridays from 9 am-1pm, and you are encouraged to arrive early on these days.  CVS 
Pharmacy on 321 in Hickory is also providing testing at their site. The Catawba Valley Medical Center is 
also providing a drive through COVID-19 testing site at the hospital parking lot. This is for those 
individuals who are currently patients of health providers in the Catawba Valley Medical Group system.  
 
As mentioned earlier, there are many other test sites in the area, several near all campus locations in NC 
and SC. You can access the maps for your location at the web site listed in the footnotes below. Arriving 
early to all testing sites is strongly encouraged and it is advised that you bring your insurance card and 
photo ID, but several offer this free of charge. As mentioned earlier, I would also suggest you take this 
communication with you for documentation of this requirement. 
 
I hope this communication will answer many of the questions around this requirement. 
We can’t wait to have you back on our campus! 
 
Please let me know if you have any additional questions. 
 
Thanks, 
 
 
Fred Whitt, President 
 
 
1The only accepted COVID-19 test for safe return to LR is the nasopharyngeal PCR test. Please note the 
following links for test locations and scheduling.  
 
2Testing locations are listed on the following links: 
 
 North Carolina options may be found by going to: 
  https://covid19.ncdhhs.gov/about-covid-19/testing/find-my-testing-place 
 
  South Carolina locations please go to: 
 https://www.scdhec.gov/infectious-diseases/viruses/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/covid-
 19-screening-testing-sites  
 
 Georgia locations:  https://dph.georgia.gov/covidtesting 
 
 CVS Pharmacies:   https://cvshealth.com/covid-19/testing-locations 
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